Classical Sanskrit Literature
Earlier Per id:
Death of Gautama Buddha—480 B. C. Alexander's invasion—326 B. C Asoka's reign—269 to 232 B. C Megasthanes's visit to India—302 B. C. ,Chandragupta Maurya's reign—322 to 298 B, C.
Later Period:
Fahien's voyage—399 to 414 A. D* Hiuen Tsang's voyage—630 to 645 A. D. Travels of It'Sing—671 to 695 A. D. ... Alberum's voyage—1030 A. D.
the other evidences that we have consist of copper plates, inscriptions on rocks, pillars etc.
Internal Evidence. Besides the above external evidences we have several means of internal evidences to fix the approximate periods of poets. From the Vedic to the Classical age, Sanskrit has undergone several philological changes. The style of the ancient works is more simple and spontaneous while that of the later works abounds in puns, conceits and long compounds. Valmiki, Kalidasa and Sri Harsha of Matshadha may be considered as representatives of the early,, medieval and later periods. Rhetorical ornaments are more and more copious and complex and the ru|e& of Poetics and Grammar more and more rigidly ©feserved as time advances. Metrical varieties are more numerous ih;f&ter ages than in the earlier ones. The state Of ftlifioB aad society described ia